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Brief	Biography:		
	
Dr.	Reety	Arora	is	a	Wellcome	trust	DBT	India	Alliance	Early	Career	Fellow	working	in	Professor	Sudhir	Krishna’s	group	at	National	
Centre	for	Biological	Sciences,	or	NCBS,	in	Bangalore.	She	started	her	career	in	science	with	an	engineering	degree	in	biotechnology	
from	Panjab	University,	Chandigarh.	After	this	she	pursued	her	PhD	in	Molecular	biology	at	University	of	Pittsburgh,	USA.	She	hails	
from	 Drs.	 Patrick	 Moore	 and	 Yuan	 Chang’s	 laboratory,	 who	 discovered	 two	 human	 tumor	 viruses,	 KSHV	 and	MCV.	 Reety	 then	
returned	 to	 India	 to	 pursue	 her	 post-doctoral	 fellowship	 in	 Prof.	 Jyotsna	 Dhawan’s	 laboratory	 at	 inStem,	 Bangalore	 studying	
quiescence	 in	muscle	stem	cells.	Her	passion	 for	 tumor	viruses	brought	her	back	 to	cancer	 research	and	currently	studies	a	 rare,	
aggressive	skin	cancer	called	Merkel	cell	carcinoma.	Merkel	cell	carcinoma	is	caused	by	a	polyomavirus	and	Reety	 is	 investigating	
how	the	viral	oncoproteins	specifically	target	Merkel	cells	and	dedifferentiate	them	to	a	stem-like	state.	She	is	also	exploring	the	use	
of	CRISPR/Cas9	system	to	knock-out	the	expression	of	these	viral	proteins	and	potential	applications	to	therapy.	
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